
Presentation & Finding in the Temple: Luke 2: 21-52 
 

The Circumcision and Naming of Jesus. 21 When eight days were completed for his circumcision, he was named  

Jesus, the name given him by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 

The Presentation in the Temple. 22 When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of 

Moses, they took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, 23 just as it is written in the law of the Lord, 

“Every male that opens the womb shall be consecrated to the Lord,” 24 and to offer the sacrifice of “a pair of  

turtledoves or two young pigeons,” in accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord. 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the 

consolation of Israel, and the holy Spirit was upon him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the holy Spirit that he 

should not see death before he had seen the Messiah of the Lord. 27 He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when 

the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform the custom of the law in regard to him, 28 he took him into his  

arms and blessed God, saying: 
29 “Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, 30 for my eyes have seen your 

salvation, 31which you prepared in sight of all the peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your 

people Israel.” 
33 The child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him; 34 and Simeon blessed them and said to 

Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 

contradicted 35 (and you yourself a sword will pierce) so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 36 There 

was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived 

seven years with her husband after her marriage, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the 

temple, but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer. 38 And coming forward at that very time, she gave  

thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem. 

The Return to Nazareth. 39 When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to 

Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of  

God was upon him. 

The Boy Jesus in the Temple. 41 Each year his parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover, 42 and when he 

was twelve years old, they went up according to festival custom. 43 After they had completed its days, as they were 

returning, the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44 Thinking that he was in 

the caravan, they journeyed for a day and looked for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45 but not finding 

him, they returned to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the 

midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions, 47 and all who heard him were astounded at his 

understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished, and his mother said to him, 

“Son, why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been looking for you with great anxiety.” 49 And he said 

to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did 

not understand what he said to them. 51 He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; 

and his mother kept all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus advanced [in] wisdom and age and favor before God 

and man. 

 
Obedient Parents (Luke 2:21-24) 

1. Read Luke 2:21-24. In what ways are Mary and Joseph model and obedient Jewish parents? 

 

 

 



2. Verse 24 reports that Mary and Joseph bring a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons for the purification ritual. 
Read what the Law requires in Leviticus 12:8. What does this tell us about the Holy Family? 

 

 

Simeon's Prophecy (Luke 2:25-35)  

While at the Temple in Jerusalem, Mary encounters a man named Simeon who has the Holy Spirit upon him and who is looking for the 
"consolation of Israel” (Luke 2:25). He has been given the extraordinary revelation that he will not die until he sees the Lord's Christ, 
the Messiah (see Luke 2:26). 

 

3. Old Testament Connection: Read Luke 2:25-32, in which Simeon takes the child Jesus in his arms and utters a 
prophecy about the child's greatness, using words that recall a famous prophecy from the book of Isaiah. 

 

a. Now read that prophecy in Isaiah 42:1-6, which speaks about God's Servant, the Redeemer God will send to 
rescue Israel. What does God say he has done with this Servant? (See verse 6b.) 

 
 
b. Read Luke 2:32. What does Simeon say about Jesus in this verse that recalls Isaiah 42:6? 
 
 
c. What would this tell Mary about her child? 
 
 
4. Next, Simeon utters a prophecy specifically to Mary. Read Luke 2:34-35. 

a. In verse 35, Simeon speaks of a sword. Read the following Old Testament passages and note what the image of 
the sword is used to describe. 

 

Leviticus 26:6: 

 

Leviticus 26:7: 

 

Deuteronomy 32:25: 

 

b. In light of this background, what does the image of the sword represent in the Old Testament? 

And what does this tell us about Simeon's prophecy about the child Jesus in Luke 2:33-35? 

 

c. Now read John 19:31-35, the account of Jesus' death. How does Simeon's prophecy about the sword relate to 
Jesus' death on the Cross? 

 

d. Finally, what do you think Simeon's words about a sword piercing Mary's soul mean? Read also CCC 529. 

CCC 529 The presentation of Jesus in the temple shows him to be the firstborn Son who belongs to the Lord.216 With 
Simeon and Anna, all Israel awaits its encounter with the Savior-the name given to this event in the Byzantine 
tradition. Jesus is recognized as the long-expected Messiah, the "light to the nations" and the "glory of Israel", but 
also "a sign that is spoken against". The sword of sorrow predicted for Mary announces Christ's perfect and unique 
oblation on the cross that will impart the salvation God had "prepared in the presence of all peoples". 
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Lost in Jerusalem (Luke 2:41-45)  

Luke's next account involving Mary's life comes twelve years later, when the 
Holy Family is returning from their annual journey to Jerusalem for the feast of 
the Passover. This is one of the most important yearly feasts, and Jews from all 
over the ancient world would travel to Jerusalem to celebrate. 

 
5. Read Luke 2:41-45. It is easy to wonder today how Mary and 
Joseph could leave their son behind in the big city of Jerusalem. 
What do these verses tell us that might shed light on how these 
holy and responsible parents could lose their child so easily? 

 

 

“My Father's House” (Luke 2:46-52)  

6. When Mary finally finds her son three days later, she asks why 
Jesus has treated his parents this way. But Jesus replies, “How is it 
that you sought me? Did you not know that I must be in my 
Father's house?” (Luke 2:49) 

 

a. What do you think it means that Jesus must be in his Father's house? See also CCC 534. 
 

CCC 534 The finding of Jesus in the temple is the only event that breaks the silence of the Gospels about the hidden 
years of Jesus.226 Here Jesus lets us catch a glimpse of the mystery of his total consecration to a mission that flows 
from his divine sonship: "Did you not know that I must be about my Father's work?"227 Mary and Joseph did not 
understand these words, but they accepted them in faith. Mary "kept all these things in her heart" during the years 
Jesus remained hidden in the silence of an ordinary life. 
 

 
 
b. Read Luke 2:50. How well do Mary and Joseph understand these words of Jesus? 
 
 
 
c. Read Luke 2:51. What is Mary's response to this event? (See again CCC 534.) 
 
 
 
d. What might Mary's example teach us about how to respond when we do not understand why God allows us to 
experience moments of trial, uncertainty, or darkness or what God may be trying to teach us through these 
difficulties? 
 

 

7. This experience of Mary and Jesus anticipates what will happen to them at the climax of his mission. Answer the 
questions in the following chart, noting how this scene from Luke 2 might prefigure the events surrounding Jesus at 
the culmination of his public ministry and Mary's involvement there. 

 

 

 

The “Second Annunciation to Mary” 

“Simeon's words seem like a second 

Annunciation to Mary, for they tell her 

of the actual historical situation in which 

the Son is to accomplish his mission, 

namely, in misunderstanding and sorrow. 

While this announcement on the one 

hand confirms her faith in the 

accomplishment of the divine promises 

of salvation, on the other hand it also 

reveals to her that she will have to live 

her obedience of faith in suffering, at the 

side of the suffering Savior, and that her 

motherhood will be mysterious and 

sorrowful." 

- St. John Paul II, Redemptoris Mater 16 
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Twelve-Year-Old Jesus Lost in the Temple  

(Luke 2:41-52) 

Jesus Approaching the Culmination 

of His Public Ministry 

Read Luke 2:41. Jesus travels from Galilee to what city? 

 

Read Luke 9:51. Near the end of his public ministry, 
Jesus travels from Galilee to what city? 

 

 

Read Luke 2:41. For what feast does Jesus travel to this 
city? 

Read Luke 22:1. What feast is approaching when Jesus 
arrives in the city? 

 

 

Read Luke 2:46. What building does Jesus visit there? 

 

Read Luke 19:45. What building does Jesus visit there? 

 

 

Read Luke 2: 45. What happens between Mary and 
Jesus while he is in this city 

 

 

Think about it: What happens between Mary and Jesus 
on Good Friday, when Jesus is crucified?  

Read Luke 2: 46. On what day of the week are Mary 
and Jesus reunited? 

 

 

Read Luke 9: 22. On what day after his death would 
Mary and Jesus have been reunited.  

 

D. Application 

 

Reflect Mary's experience of losing Jesus is one we might sometimes experience in our spiritual lives. We face trials 
that cause us anxiety. Prayer becomes dry. We wonder why these troubles have come upon us. We seek God and 
wonder where God is in our lives. Jesus may seem lost and far away, but in reality, he is doing the will of the Father 
in the temples of our souls. Prayerfully consider a time when you felt Jesus was far away and you could not find him 
in your usual places (e.g., prayer, Mass, family, fellowship). Why do you think God sometimes seems distant? What 
does Mary's experience of losing Jesus teach you about what God is doing in these moments and how you might 
respond? 

 

Commit Resolve to reflect every day this coming week on the sufferings Mary experiences. Here are some 
suggestions of ways to do this: Pray the Seven Sorrows devotion every day; pray the fourth and fifth joyful mysteries 
of the Rosary—the Presentation and the Finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple-each day; meditate on the 
scriptural scenes from today's study each day (prayerfully considering what Mary goes through when she hears 
Simeon's words in the Temple and when she loses her son in Jerusalem). 

 

Pray Ask the Blessed Mother to pray for you as you ponder and seek her son's presence: "Sorrowful and Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, pray for us who have recourse to thee."  

 


